The Constitution of the Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES) 
Article I: Purpose 
The purpose of the Biomedical Engineering Society is to bring knowledge to its members concerning the advancement of biomedical research and technology in the medical field. The Biomedical Engineering Society shall also exist as a forum for discussion among the MIT community who would like share ideas or opinions. Meetings shall promote interests through activities such as lectures, presentations, tours, and social activities. 
Article II: Membership 
1. Any member of the MIT community is eligible to become a member of this organization. One is considered an active member of this organization in any given academic term if he has attended at least one club activity or one meeting in the preceding or current term.
2. The membership of this organization will at all times contain at least 5 MIT students and be more than half MIT students. 
3. This organization will not discriminate based on any characteristic listed in MIT's Nondiscrimination Statement. 
4. If this organization charges any monetary dues, there will be exceptions made for students that cannot afford these dues. 
Article III: Officers 
1.
This organization will have 12
 officers: 
1. 
President 
A. 
The president shall be the official representative of the group to any other organization and to MIT. 

B. 
The president will preside over meetings, and shall delegate tasks to other officers. 

C. 
The president is responsible for determining when meetings are to be held. 

2. 
Vice President for Research Activities 


A.
The Vice-President for Research Activities shall foster relationships between the research community and students in the chapter. 


B. 
The Vice-President for Research Activities shall create partnerships between other research institutions and related MIT clubs. 


C. 
The Vice-President for Research Activities shall direct open UROP/research positions to the webpage. 
3. 
Vice President for Campus Relations 
A. The Vice-President for Campus Relations shall coordinate the Annual Graduate/Professional School Seminars. 
B. The Vice-President for Campus Relations shall maintain a Big Sibling Little Sibling Program

C. The Vice-President for Campus Relations shall coordinate relations with other BMES student chapters. 
D. The Vice-President for Campus Relations shall coordinate relations with other academic institutions and hospitals. 
4. 
Vice President for Special Projects 
A. 
The Vice President for Special Projects shall oversee and administer awards given for student research in biomedical engineer, through MIT and Nationals. 

B. 
The Vice President for Special Projects shall oversee any projects involving outreach within and beyond the MIT community, including fundraising and community service projects.
 
5. 
Vice President for Special Programs 
A. 
The Vice-President for Special Programs shall coordinate lectures and speakers relevant to biomedical engineering such as the 
BMES Distinguished Lecture Series. 
B. 
The Vice-President for Special Programs shall oversee and plan the biomedical engineering society’s involvement in research symposiums, as he sees fit. 

6. 
Vice President for Publicity 
A. 
The Vice-President for Publicity shall coordinate all advertising efforts, and working to raise the profile of BMES on campus. 
B. 
The Vice-President for Publicity shall coordinate  with campus media for advertising and publicizing BMES events. 
C. 
The Vice-President for Publicity shall coordinate Activity Midways and making a sincere effort in recruiting new members. 
7. 
Vice President for Industrial Relations 
A.
The Vice-President for Industrial Relations shall coordinate with Massachusetts biotech/biomedical firms and other industrial organizations. 
B. 
The Vice-President for Industrial Relations shall coordinate 2-3 Industrial Site tours annually. 
C. 
The Vice President of Industrial Relations shall oversee and coordinate a career fair with other organizations as he sees fit 
8. 
Vice President for Information Technology 
A. 
The Vice President of Information Technology shall be appointed by newly elected officers.

B.
The Vice-President for Information Technology shall maintain/update the BMES website/server. 


9. 
Secretary 
A. 
The secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings. 
B. 
The secretary shall handle all the correspondence with the members of the Biomedical Engineering Society, and shall maintain all mailing lists associated with the society.

C.
The secretary shall maintain the membership roster.

10. 
Treasurer 
A. 
The treasurer shall be responsible for the finances of the group. 
B. 
The treasurer is required to sign all checks/vouchers of the group. 
2. 
All officers of this organization must be distinct persons and MIT students.

3.
Elections: 
A. 
Elections of officers shall occur at the end of each spring semester. Appointments of officers shall occur as specified in the officer descriptions. 
Specifically, the offices of [Chairman] of Information Technology and BioTECH Editor shall be appointed.
B. 
Any member of this organization is eligible to run for office. 
C. 
Quorum for elections is two thirds of the group. 
D. 
Any member is elected if he or she wins a majority of the voting members. 
E. 
If more than two people are running and no one wins a majority, then the person with the fewest votes is dropped from the ballot and votes are recast. 
F. 
Two people can hold any position if they feel they can work together as an effective unit, but a maximum of two persons is allowed. This excludes the office of President and Treasurer, where only one individual may hold each position due to ASA regulation. 
G. The term of office runs from spring semester of the school year until the same time the following year. 
4.
Officers may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the exec board members with the approval of faculty advisor(s).

Article IV: Meetings 
1. 
Meetings shall be held monthly, or at the officers’ discretion. 
2. 
Meetings shall be presided over by the president, unless he is absent, and in that case the vice-president shall preside. 
3. 
All decisions shall be made by a majority vote of all members present. 
4. 
Quorum for a meeting shall be one third of the members of the organization. 
Article V: Amendments 
1. 
Amendments shall be presented by any member of the organization. 
2. 
Amendments shall be passed by a two-thirds voted of the members present. 
3. 
Quorum for amending this constitution shall be one-third of all members of the organization. 
Article VI: ASA God Clause 
The Biomedical Engineering Society agrees to abide by the rules and regulations of the Association of Student Activities (ASA), and its executive board. This constitution, amendments to it, and the by-laws of this organization shall be subject to review by the ASA Executive Board to insure that they are in accordance with the aforementioned rules and regulations. 
Article VII: Appointed Positions and Trusteeships 
1. The President may appoint interim officers as he/she feels necessary for new projects not previously coordinated. Upon completion of an interim period, the appointed officer may be
 elected by the executive committee as a full partner of the Society as a Vice President. 
2. Trustees maybe nominated and elected by the executive committee as honorary officers. They are individuals who have contributed significantly to the MIT BMES student chapter, or could potentially serve a “big brother/sister” role to the officers as an indirect advisor. They share equal legislative/electoral rights as the executive officers. 
Article VIII: Credo 
“BMES is the student organization devoted to serving the MIT community in utilizing the biomedical engineering resources around campus, and around the world. Our goal is to promote education and collaboration by working closely with faculty to serve as a gateway to research, employment, and academic opportunities in biomedical engineering.” 
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